m 



\display 




providMI^ to the display device and^^ to the content 
system a set of instructions for enabling the 
display device to selectively display, in an unobtrusive 
manner that does not distract a user of the display device 
and/or\an apparatus associated with the display device from 
a primary\interaction with the display device and/or 
apparatus, ak image or images generated from a set of 
content data; ahd 

auditing the \isplay of sets of content data by the 
display device. 



A method 




69. (New) A metood as in Claim 68, wherein the display 
device comprises a television. 

0. (New) A computer readable medium encoded with one or 
more computer programs for enabling engagement of the peripheral 
attentionVof a person in the vicinity of a display device, 
comprising: 

instructions for providing one or more sets of content 
data to the\display device and/or to a content display 
system associated with the display device; 

instruction© for providing to the display device and/or 
to the content display system a set of instructions for 
enabling the displays device to selectively display, in an 
unobtrusive manner that does not distract a user of the 
display device and/or an\apparatus associated with the 
display device from a primary interaction with the display 



(ice and/^»apparatus , an image or images generated from a 
set o^vcontent data; and 

instructions for auditing the display of sets of 
content data Bvl the display device. 

71. (New) A comfcuter readable medium as in Claim 70, 
wherein the one or more\computer programs enable display of an 
image or images on a display device comprising a television. 



72. (New) A computer readable medium encoded with one or 
more cWputer programs for enabling engagement of the peripheral 
attention, of a person in the vicinity of a display device, 
comprising: 

instructions for acquiring a set of content data from a 
content providing system; 
,rvv instructions for detecting an idle period of 

Yf\ /predetermined dilation; and 

^js/ instructions ^for selectively displaying on the display 

/ device, after detect\pn of the idle period and in an 

unobtrusive manner that\ does not distract a user of the 
display device and/or an apparatus associated with the 
display device from a primary interaction with the display 
device and/or apparatus, an ima^e or images generated from 
the set of content data. 
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73. (New) /^^ompu\er readable medium as ±n Claim 72, 
wherein the one or more cbmputer programs enable display of an 
image or images on a display device comprising a television. 



(New) A system for engaging the peripheral attention of 
a person in the vicinity of a display device, comprising: 

data acquisition apparatus that enables acquisition of 
a set^of content data; 

display apparatus that effects selective display on the 
display deVce, in an unobtrusive manner that does not 
distract a uster of the display device and/or an apparatus 

sociated with Nthe display device from a primary 
interaction with th^e display device and/or apparatus, of an 
image or images generated from the set of content data; 

user input apparatus that enables selection by a user 
of one or more control opMons during the selective display 
of the image or images generated from the set of content 
data ; and 

a system control device that\controls aspects of the 
operation of the system in accordance with a selected 




control option, 



75. (New) A system as in Claim 74, wherein the display 
device comprises a television. 
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76. (New) /^System sis in Claim 74, where: 

a link control op\ion enables the user to establish a 
link with an information^ location; and 

the system control device establishes the link with the 
information location in response to selection of the link 
control option. 



\77. (New) A method for engaging the peripheral attention of 
a persofc in the vicinity of a display device, comprising the 
steps of:\ 

acquiring a set of content data from a content 
providing\sy s tern ; 

selectively displaying on the display device, in an 
unobtrusive marvner that does not distract a user of the 

isplay device and/or an apparatus associated with the 
display device fron\a primary interaction with the display 
device and/or apparatus, an image or images generated from 
the set of content data\ 

enabling selection byVa user of one or more control 
options during the selective\display of the image or images 
generated from the set of content data; and 

controlling aspects of the operation of the system in 
accordance with a selected control option. 




78. (New) A method\as in Claim 77, wherein the display 
device comprises a televis\on. 
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79. (New) JPKethod as in Claim 77, wherein a link control 
option enables the user to establish a link with an information 
location, the step of controlling aspects of the operation of the 
system further comprising the\step of establishing the link with 
the information location in response to selection of the link 
control option. 



kQ . (New) A computer readable\ medium encoded with one or 
more coiftputer programs for enabling engagement of the peripheral 
attention >Qf a person in the vicinity of a display device, 
comprising: 

instructions for acquiring a set of content data from a 
content prodding system; 

instructions for selectively displaying on the display 
*vlce, in an undJptrusive manner that does not distract a 
/user of the displayXdevice and/or an apparatus associated 
with the display device from a primary interaction with the 
display device and/or ajtoaratus, an image or images 
generated from the set of \ontent data; 

instructions for enabling selection by a user of one or 
more control options during thk selective display of the 
image or images generated from tne set of content data; and 

instructions for controlling Aspects of the operation 
of the system in accordance with a selected control option. 
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81. (New) ^computer readable medium as^n Claim 80, 
wherein the one or more \computer programs enable display of an 
image or images on a disAlay device comprising a television. 



82. (New) A computer\readable medium as in Claim 80, 
wherein a link control option enables the user to establish a 
link with an information location, the instructions for 
controlling aspects of the operation of the system further 
comprising instructions for establishing the link with the 
information location in response to selection of the link control 
option. \ 

83. (New) A system for enabvLing acquisition of a set of 
content data and display of an image or images generated from the 
set of content data on a display device during operation of an 
attention manager, comprising: \ 

data acquisition apparatus\ that enables acquisition of 
a set of content data from a specified information source; 

a user interface that allows a person to request the 
set of content data from the specified information source; 

system control apparatus that\ provides temporal 
constraint on the display of the image or images generated 
from the set of content data, the s^tem control apparatus 
enabling specification of the duration of time that the 
image or images generated from a set ©f content data can be 
displayed, wherein the duration of time is dependent upon 
the particular time at which the image pr images generated 
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from a set <3^cor\tent data are displayed oxter the attention 
manager begins operating; and 

display apparatus that enables display of the image or 
images generated from the set of content data* 

84. (New) A system ap in Claim 83, wherein the display 
device comprises a television. 



FU' 



85. (New) A method f or >enabling acquisition of a set of 
content data and display of arl image or images generated from the 
set of content data on a display device during operation of an 
attention manager, comprising tfoe steps of: 

enabling acquisition or a set of content data from a 
specified information source\; 

enabling provision of amser interface that allows a 
person to request the set of Content data from the specified 
information source; 

providing temporal constraint on the display of the 
image or images generated from the set of content data, the 
step of providing temporal constraint further comprising the 
step of enabling specification of\ the duration of time that 
the image or images generated f roiA a set of content data can 
be displayed, wherein the duration \of time is dependent upon 
the particular time at which the imige or images generated 
from a set of content data are displayed after the attention 
manager begins operating; and 
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enablin^display of the image or images generated from 
the set of content de 



86. (New) A method as \in Claim 85, wherein the display 
device comprises a television. 



87. (New) A system for etaabling acquisition of a set of 
content data and display of an\image or images generated from the 
set of content data on a display device during operation of an 
attention manager, comprising: 

data acquisition apparatus that enables acquisition of 
a set of content data from a\ specified information source; 

a user interface that allows a person to request the 
set of content data from the specified information source; 

system control apparatus tihat provides temporal 
constraint on the display of th<£ image or images generated 
from the set of content data, the system control apparatus 
enabling specification of the duration of time that the 
image or images generated from a set of content data can be 
displayed, wherein the duration of \ time is dependent upon 
the number of previous times that tpe image or images have 
been displayed during a continuous qperation of the 
attention manager ; and 

display apparatus that enables display of the image or 
images generated from the set of content data. 
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88. (New) JWsystem as in Claim 87, wherein the display 
device comprises a television. 



89. (New) A method for enabling acquisition of a set of 
content data and display ot an image or images generated from the 
set of content data on a di\splay device during operation of an 
attention manager, comprising the steps of: 

enabling acquisition of a set of content data from a 
specified information source; 

enabling provision ©f a user interface that allows a 
person to request the set\ of content data from the specified 
information source; \ 

providing temporal constraint on the display of the 
image or images generated firom the set of content data, the 
step of providing temporal constraint further comprising the 
step of enabling specification of the duration of time that 
the image or images generated from a set of content data can 
be displayed, wherein the duration of time is dependent upon 
the number of previous times uhat the image or images have 
been displayed during a continuous operation of the 
attention manager; and \ 

enabling display of the image or images generated from 
the set of content data. \ 

90. (New) A method as in Claim 89, wherein the display 
device comprises a television. \ 
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.91. (New) ^Systeto for enabling acquisition of a set of 
content data and displa^A of an image or images generated from the 
set of content data on a\display device during operation of an 
attention manager, comprising: 

data acquisition^ apparatus that enables acquisition of 
a set of content data \f rom a specified information source; 

a user interface that allows a person to request the 
set of content data from the specified information source; 

system control apparatus that provides temporal 
constraint on the displaV of the image or images generated 
from the set of content data, the system control apparatus 
enabling specification of\ an order in which the images 
generated from a set of content data are displayed; and 

display apparatus that enables display of the image or 
images generated from the aet of content data. 

92. (New) A system as in Cl$im 91, wherein the display 
device comprises a television. 

93. (New) A method for enabling acquisition of a set of 
content data and display of an imaget or images generated from the 
set of content data on a display device during operation of an 
attention manager, comprising the steps of: 

enabling acquisition of a s$t of content data from a 
specified information source; 
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enabling provision of a user interface that allows a 
person to request\the set of content data from the specified 
information source!; 

providing temporal constraint on the display of the 
image or images generated from the set of content data, the 
step of providing temporal constraint further comprising the 
step of specifying an\ order in which the images generated 
from a set of content aata are displayed; and 

enabling display ovE the image or images generated from 
the set of content data. 



94. (New) A method as in\ Claim 93, wherein the display 
device comprises a television. 



95. (New) A system for enabling acquisition of a set of 
content data and display of an image or images generated from the 
set of content data on a display device during operation of an 
attention manager, comprising: 

data acquisition apparatus that enables acquisition of 
a set of content data from a specified information source; 

a user interface that allows a person to request the 
set of content data from the specified information source; 

system control apparatus thet provides temporal 
constraint on the display of the\image or images generated 
from the set of content data, the\ system control apparatus 
enabling constraint of the number pf times that the image or 
images generated from a set of conttent data can be 
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displayed; 

display apparatus that enables display of the image or 
images generated from the set of content data. 



96. (New) A- system as in Claim 95, wherein the display 
device comprises a television. 

97. (New) A method for Enabling acquisition of a set of 
content data and display of an\image or images generated from the 
set of content data on a display device during operation of an 
attention manager, comprising tne steps of: 

enabling acquisition or a set of content data from a 
specified information source!; 

enabling provision of a \user interf ace that allows a 
person to request the set of Content data from the specified 
information source; 

providing temporal constraint on the display of the 
image or images generated from the set of content data, the 
step of providing temporal constraint further comprising the 
step of constraining the number &>f times that the image or 
images generated from a set of content data can be 
displayed; and 

enabling display of the image\ or images generated from 
the set of content data. 



98. (New) A method as in Claim 97, \vherein the display 
device comprises a television. 



- 14 - 




99. (New) J^system for enabling acquisition of a set of 
content data and display\of an image or images generated from the 
set of content data on a display device during operation of an 
attention manager, comprising: 

data acquisition apparatus that enables acquisition of 
a set of content data from a specified information source 
and acquisition of an updated set of content data from an 
information source that corresponds to a previously acquired 
set of content data; \ 

a user interface that ailows a person to request the 
set of content data from the specified information source; 

system control apparatus that provides temporal 
constraint on the display of the image or images generated 
from the set of content data, that begins, manages and 
terminates the display on the display device of an image 
generated from a set of content data, that schedules the 
display of the image or images on Ahe display device, and 
that monitors usage of the display flevice to selectively 
display an image or images generated from a set of content 
data ; and \ 

display apparatus that enables display of the image or 
images generated from the set of content data. 



100. (New) A system as in Claim 99, wherein the display 
device comprises a television, \ 



101. (New) l^hetihod for enabling acquisition of a set of 
content data and display of an image or images generated from the 
set of content data on \a display device during operation of an 
attention manager, comprising: 

enabling acquisition of a set of content data from a 
specified information source; 

enabling provision of a user interface that allows a 
person to request the \set of content data from the specified 
information source; 

providing temporal \constraint on the display, of the 
image or images generated from the set of content data; 

enabling display of \he image or images generated from 
the set of content data; 

enabling acquisition o\E an updated set of content data 
from an information source t\hat corresponds to a previously 
acquired set of content data; 

beginning, managing and terminating the display on the 
display device of an image generated from a set of content 
data; 

scheduling the display of tifie image or images on the 
display device; and 

monitoring usage of the display device to selectively 
display an image or images generated from a set of content 
data. 



102. (New) A method as in Claim 101, wherein the display 
device comprises a television. \ 



